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 When we examine our thinking, we see that there exist truths 

that are self-evident, inescapable—absolute (to try to negate 

them proves to be self-refuting.) 
 

 The first principle of science (cause and effect) combined with 

the foremost law of science (the universal law of decay or 

second law of thermodynamics) point to a beginning of our 

universe and the existence of a Creator/Designer. 
 

 Moral reasoning and the experience of guilt are universal human 

experiences. Therefore, it makes sense that absolute moral laws 

exist and that they are anchored in the nature of the Creator and 

are part of His design for human relationships: we are “wired” 

that way through our consciences.  
 

 Our moral guilt arises primarily from damaged relationships, and 

that implies both that we were designed for relationships and that 

there is a universal code of right and wrong governing those 

relationships. That code identifies love at the center of each 

relationship.  
 

 To find true meaning and purpose, we must find true 

relationships. We will never find what we were truly designed 

for until we have a relationship with our Designer/Creator. All 

other relationships will be based upon how we relate to our 

Creator. 

Copyright © 2008, Peter Bocchino - Legacy of Truth - All rights reserved worldwide. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 
®

 

 

From a human point of view, absolute truth is founded upon the first principle of all knowledge: the law of noncontradiction. 

This foundational principle of thought states that opposite claims cannot both be true at the same time and in the same sense.  

However, as CS Lewis has noted, first principles need an ultimate justification—which is only found in the mind of God.  

 

 When we examine our thinking, we see that there exist certain truths that are self-evident, inescapable—absolute (to try to negate them 

proves to be self-refuting.) The Bible clearly states that God’s truth is absolute. It does not change with time or place or culture because all 

truth is based upon God and His nature cannot change (James 1:17). 
 

 There are only two sides with respect to statements about reality, the side of error and the side of truth.  John 18:37 – ―For this reason I was 

born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.‖ By definition, truth is a statement or 

idea that matches (corresponds to) reality (God). The Spirit of God is the fixed point of reality (1 John 5:6 ―The Spirit is the truth”) and God’s 

Word is truth because it matches reality (In John 17:17 Jesus said, ―Your word is truth‖). Jesus is the truth because he perfectly corresponds to 

God. In John 14:16 Jesus said, ―I am the truth.‖ In Hebrews 1:3 we read, ―The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation 

of his being.‖   
 

 If this were not the case, then the absolute truth claims of Jesus would not make sense. Note how Jesus describes himself: 
 

1. I am the light of the world (John 8:12). [He is ―the‖ light of the world.] 

2. Whoever lives by the truth comes into the light (John 3:21). [Living by ―the‖ truth. Only one, absolute truth.] 

3. I was born to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me (John 18:37). [Truth is one-sided: Absolute.] 

4. I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me (John 14:6). [Singular / Exclusive claim.] 
 

If truth were relative, his claims would not mean anything at all. If truth were relative, then any religious leader could be ―a‖ light of the world. 

One could live by ―any‖ view of truth, but not ―the‖ truth. Jesus should have said he was born to testify to the culturally relative view of truth 

that existsed during the first century AD in Jerusalem. Finally, his exclusive and absolute claim to be the only way to God would be reduced to 

the claim that he was merely one way among many ways to God.  
 

 Note how the Word of God speaks to the law of opposites (noncontradiction): 
 

1. 2 Corinthians 1:18 – A valid statement (message) must be either ―yes‖ or ―no‖ and not ―yes‖ and ―no.‖  

2. 2 Corinthians 10:5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against (opposite) the knowledge of God . . . 

3. Matthew 5:37 – Simply let your `Yes' be `Yes,' and your `No,' `No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one. 
4. Matthew 21:25 – Jesus uses this law of thought to force his listeners to confront the truth (either from heaven or from men).  

5. 1 Timothy 6:20 - Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge.  
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The first principle of science (cause and effect) combined with the foremost law of science (the universal law of decay or second law of 

thermodynamics) point to a beginning of our universe and the existence of a Creator/Designer. 
 

 The principle of causality with respect to God as the First Cause of the universe and life is found in Genesis 1:1; 1:3 and 1:27, respectively: In 

the beginning God created the heavens and the earth; And God said, ―Let there be light, and there was light. God created man in his own 

image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.‖ 
 

 The past cause (God) of all life (and the moral law) can be observed through present effects. ―For since the creation of the world God's 

invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are 

without excuse‖ (Romans 1:20). 

 

The law of decay (second law of thermodynamics) is the foremost law of science.   

This law states that the amount of usable energy in a closed isolated system (as in the universe) runs down. 
 

 This law is clearly seen throughout the Bible. As we move away from the source of all energy and life, God, we experience degeneration. The 

universe is also subjected to this law. Here are a few biblical references to consider:   
 

1. The ―fall of humanity‖ resulted in the uncontrolled increase of disorder, a movement towards chaos. In Genesis 3:17-19 we read, 

―Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles 

for you and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since 

from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.‖ Humanity, on its own, will always struggle against the second 

law until God recreates a new heaven and earth under the fullness of His order (Revelation 21:1). 
 

2. When Adam and Eve fell, creation fell with them. In Romans 8:19-22 we read, ―The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons 

of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration [the uncontrolled second law], not by its own choice [because 

nature is impersonal], but by the will of the one who subjected it [God caused it as a consequence of the sin of Adam and Eve], in 

hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay [second law].‖  
 

Nature of the Creator (The First Cause) 
 

INFINITE (Omnipresence): God has no limits - 1 Kings 8:27; Acts 17:24-28; Deuteronomy 33:27 

ETERNAL (Eternality) God is outside of time - Psalm 90:1-2; Isaiah 40:28; 1Timothy 1:17; Revelation 1:8 

POWERFUL (Omnipotence): God has infinite power - Psalm 68:14; 91:1-2; 115:3: 2 Corinthians 6:18 

INTELLIGENT (Omniscience): God knows all things - Psalm 147:5; Job 37:16; 1 John 3:20 

UNCHANGING: (Immutability): God cannot change - Numbers 23:19; 1 Samuel 15:29; Psalm 33:11; Malachi 3:6 
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Moral reasoning and the experience of guilt are universal human experiences. It makes sense that absolute moral laws exist and that they are 

anchored in the nature of the Creator as part of His design for human relationships: we are “wired” that way through our consciences. 
 

―The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth 

by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since 

the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being 

understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse‖ (Romans 1:18-20). 
 

According to Romans 1:18-20, there are three fundamental facts of life that God has clearly revealed to all people: 
 

1. God has made all people aware of certain ―self-evident‖ or ―innate‖ truths that they deny or suppress.  

2. God is the ―eternal power‖ or ―first cause‖ of all that exists—all people clearly know this truth and deny it. 

3. God’s ―divine nature‖ is the basis for the moral law—all people know that they break that law and deny it. 
 

We have shown that through what has been made (Natural Revelation) God has clearly revealed certain self-evident truths 

(Rooted Truth) concerning the nature of the Creator as the eternal power source behind creation (Rooted Science) and that 

God’s divine nature is the basis for the moral code or law (Rooted Morality). Now note the correlations between the 

Declaration of Independence and Natural Revelation:  
 

 We hold these Truths to be self-evident [First Principles], that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights [Moral Absolutes], that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 

Happiness.  That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among men. 
 

Human nature was endowed with certain God given qualities that gave humans intrinsic value based upon the eternal nature 

and moral character of God. As the apostle Paul said, ―Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the [Mosaic] law, do by 

nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the [Mosaic] law, since they 

show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, the consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts 

now accusing, now even defending them‖ (Romans 2:14-15). 

 

We know God’s moral laws and actually believe that all people ought to obey them, yet we are powerless to keep them 

ourselves. Hence, we stand guilty before the Judge of the entire universe and without excuse. Jesus, knowing that we stand 

condemned, said that he came to ―give his life as a ransom‖ for us (Matthew 20:28).  
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Our moral guilt arises primarily from damaged relationships, and that implies both that we were designed for relationships and that 

there is a universal code of right and wrong governing those relationships. That code identifies love at the center of each relationship.  
 

To find true meaning and purpose, we must find true relationships. We will never find what we were truly designed for until we have a 

relationship with our Designer/Creator. All other relationships will be based upon how we relate to our Creator. 

 

In Rooted Ethics, we have laid the foundational truths from God’s Word concerning all human relationships with respect to their 

depravity and need for God and that the ―only way‖ to have ultimate meaning is to have the ultimate relationship with our 

Designer/Creator through His one and only Son—Jesus Christ. Here is the outline of that section of Rooted Ethics. 

 
1. First Principle of Christian ethics was stated by Jesus in Matthew 7:12 when he said, ―In everything do unto others as you would 

have them do unto you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.‖ Jesus condensed the entire Old Testament (the Law and 

the Prophets) into one concise ethical prescription. 

2. This is a selfless, sacrificing principle and impossible to keep without the power of God.  

3. Jesus said that he did not come to condemn us because we already stand condemned before God (John 3:17-18). 

4. Rather, he said that he came to save us from having to pay the penalty we incurred by having broken God’s moral laws and to 

set us free (John 8:32).    

5. Jesus said that he was born for two reasons.  First, that he came into this world to ―give his life as a ransom for many‖ (Matthew 

20:28). Second, in a strong statement to Pilate Jesus said, ―For this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 

testify to the truth.  Everyone on the side of truth listens to me‖ (John 18:37). 

6. The truth Jesus testified to over and over again is that he is the only cure for our moral disease called sin. The only way to begin 

a new life in a loving relationship with God is His way.  That is why Jesus said, ―I am the way and the truth and the life.  No 

one comes to the Father except through me‖ (John 14:6).   

7. The ―cure‖ needed to experience a meaningful life (eternal life) with God and others costs nothing; it is a gift from God to us—

it is freely dispersed by the grace of God.  ―For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, 

it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast‖ (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

8. God has said, ―I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a 

heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to follow my laws. . . . I will 

put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts.  I will be their God and they will be my people‖ (Ezekiel 36:26-27 

and Hebrews 8:10). 

9.  True moral goodness begins on the inside with a new heart empowered by the Spirit of God to follow His laws, which are the 

ethical prescriptions necessary to engage in right and meaningful relationships (see Romans 8:2-4).   
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